May 2009

“Everybody needs beauty as well as
bread, places to play in and pray in,
where nature may heal and give
strength to body and soul alike.”

-John Muir

Our Purpose

&

Our Values

YMCA Camp Menogyn promotes
caring, honesty, respect and
responsibility.

e

Summer Address
55 Menogyn Trail
Grand Marais, MN 55604
Phone: 218.388.4497

Winter Address
3425 Ihduhapi Road
Loretto, MN 55357
Phone: 612.822.2267

Fax: 612.823.2482

WILDERNESS
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We are pleased to announce that Doug Nethercut has been hired as the new Camp Executive of YMCA
Camp Menogyn effective August 18, 2009!

Doug is excited about returning to YMCA Camp Menogyn after being a
camper (including the '74 Hommes) and a canoeing and backpacking
guide in the 70’s and early 80’s. Over the last 25 years, Doug has served
as Executive Director of several environmental, public affairs, and inter-
national nonprofit organizations.

Doug enjoys domestic and international travel, canoeing, kayaking,
mountain hiking, biking, movies, theater and good books. He also is a
big fan of the Minnesota Twins and Gopher Women'’s Basketball. Doug

¥ holds a B.A. degree from the University of Minnesota and an M.A. from

Y| Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs. Along
with his wife Diana DuBois, Doug has lived and worked for several years
in Ghana and Kenya. They currently live in Minneapolis with their daugh-
ters Sophie and Rachel, both Camp Menogyn campers.

We look forward to introducing you to Doug in the falll He and Diana also plan on attending the sum-
mer Rendezvous in July!

- Connie Rodosovich, GM Camping Services and Skip Fay, Menogyn Community Board Chair
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In the meantime the following folks will be leading Camp Menogyn and are excited to see everyone
on the shores of West Bearskin this summer!

Connie Rodosovich — General Manager of Camping Services is acting as Interim Executive. She’s
working with Menogyn’s board, overseeing the budget, and supervising Mo.

Maureen (Mo) Martin — Interim Summer Camp Director — Mo will be supervising summer staff and
overseeing the summer program. She’ll be back to being Program Director at the end of the sum-
mer.

Betsy Moss Jorgenson — Summer Program Director — Betsy will be helping Mo run the summer
program and supervise staff. She was on staff at Menogyn for 5 summers. Betsy led Femmes in
2003 and also ran the Trail Department in 2004. Betsy works as an elementary school teacher in the
Grand Marais school district and has committed her summer vacation to helping lead camp this sum-
mer.

Aaron Bergad— former Program Director — will be helping camp out during the first two weeks of the
summer and intermittingly throughout to lend his expertise (which he is in every area of camp from
canoe building to bread making!) and support to camp.

The crew is excited for campers to arrive and feel like they have all their bases safely covered to
have a safe and successful summer! Connie and Mo are very grateful for the commitments of Betsy
and Aaron to help out camp this summer.
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Family campers
braved the chilly
weather on
Saturday morning
to paddle to
Caribou Rock.

The weather
cleared later that
| day and the sun
- shined most of the
weekend!

D #Y) +D*, - - . /%

Memorial Day Family Camp weekend was a hit this year, with only

two returning families many new families were introduced to West

Bearskin and all its wonderful offerings. We had beautiful weather

and not too many mosquitoes! The weekend was made a success

by the great families, Menogyn staff, and the 13 Menogyn campers
who worked tirelessly all weekend on dishwashing and work

projects around camp to ready it for the summer. The volunteers
cleaned the Trail Department, hauled construction debris, and

moved heavy bunks into Engage and Pose.

Thank you to all the wonderful Engages and to Taylor Fay for
organizing the weekend!

Alex Hager (Nor'wester ‘08) and Andrew Aarlt (former staff) give the
camera a thumbs despite doing some tasking work projects around camp.
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Menogyn Receives New Wood Canvas Canoe
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Jeanne drove the boat over from Ely and paddled her masterpiece into the
Menogyn bay on Sunday, May 24th.
| |

Menogyn'’s buildings are looking spectacular after a spring full of construction projects. Most recently logs of
the boathouse, sauna, Engage, Pose, Charlie Cole, and the Director’'s Cabin were redone; the wood floors of
Engage, Pose, and Charlie Cole were refurbished; and a walk-in refrigerator was installed in the new mainte-
nance building on the Massies side. The Director’s cabin is looking quite beautiful with a new mud room and
bathroom. Finishing touches are being done on the Welcome Center as well. Special thanks to Menogyn’s
dedicated board members for designing beautiful signage for the interior of the Welcome Center.
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Menogyn Rendezvous: July 24th- July 26th

Come one, come all to our annual alumni rendezvous weekend! Much fun will be had to cele-
brate Menogyn’s 87th summer. The director from the 1960s, Armond Paulson is contacting his
staff and co-horts from his era to gather as many stories and Menogyn memories over the week-
end so much fun is in store! The weekend is family friendly and there will be planned day trips
led by current Menogyn staff, canoe races in the bay, and a contra dance on Saturday night.

For registration materials go to:
www.CampMenogyn.org
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Emmy Hanson (Shelby), staff summers 2006 and  Heidi Loosen, staff 2005-2007, is working at the North
2007, was married this spring in Alaska to Mike Shelby. House Folk School in Grand Marais as their seven month

Congrats Emmy and Mike! The happy couple is pictured Intern. She works hard to coordinate courses and cur-
below. — rently is helping put on their wooden boat festival on June

19-21st. Heidi is not only working hard for North House,
but also visits camp on her days off to lend a hand to
Menogyn.




Volume 62 PAGE 5
| |

* * o+ & &&T + & - *

If you or your camper is going on a Quetico 20-21 day, Canoe Nor'wester or Hommes/Femmes, you
will need a Passport or now a Passport Card to cross the border into Canada. Backpack Nor'wester
group members may need them too if they decide to go up to the Wilmore. The passport card is a
cheaper, though not necessarily quicker ID that will work. The cost is $35/person 15 and under,
$45/person 16 and older. Right now it is taking two to four weeks to get them. Follow the link below
to start the process. If you wait till spring you may not get one processed in time!
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Space is limited for the celebration of the canoe Nor'westers return. Voyage Noveaus will be coming off trail on this
same day.
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Join us for this fun Menogyn alumni weekend! We hope to have alumni from all generations of Menogyn to share
stories and reminisce. This is a family friendly weekend. There will be activities for all and a contra dance on Saturday
night.
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Again, space is limited so get your reservation in soon to welcome the Hommes, Femmes, and Wahkanese back from
their journeys in the far north.
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The second to last welcome of the summer. Beds in camp will be in high demand to welcome the three backpack
Nor'westers back from the mountains of Wyoming and Canada. Contact camp if you'd like to be part of the day.
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Come join us at the end of the summer for the same sort of fun we had Memorial Day weekend. Registration materi-
als are available online: www.CampMenogyn.org
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FROM THE BOATHOUSE!




